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Greetings From
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March 2015

For many of us, this is IEP season. Some
teachers and administrators and parents work
together very well to create _‘;;

an Individualized
Education Program (IEP)
that meets th
needs, while maintaining  p~g
high expectations and as "
much access to the
general education
curriculum as possible.
However, if you are a
parent who struggles with IEP meetings and
feel l i ke 1itds you ve
can help. We have several experienced
parents who have been there and are willing to
talk you about your issues with creative
problem-solving ideas. Send an email to
info@hoida.org or leave a message at (309)
712-4852, and one of our IEP advisors will get
back to you.

We would also like to invite parents and your
chil dbébs teachers and
attend HOI P&tAnglgsionSeres
featuring Dr. Patrick Schwarz and Dr. Paula
Kluth. These renowned experts in the field of
education will address WHY inclusive
education is essential and HOW to teach a
diverse group of learners in an inclusive
classroom. Teachers will receive a discount

: ~ . Bagk
Editords C}&g tar registering for both sessions, and
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principals, special education directors, and
superintendents attend for FREE!! Give your
school a copy of the flier in this newsletter and
personally invite them.

HOIDSA parents attend for FREE as well.
Parents play a key role in the education
planning process and need to be informed
decision-makers in order to advocate for the
best educational placement for their child.
Register through www.hoidsa.org before April
20th.
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Spotlight on...

If you would like to have your family member with Down syndrome
featured in our newsletter, you can download the interview sheet on our website.

Go to www. hoidsa.org, under the nNnAbput
On this page you should see AHOI DSA whnt
On..." section of the newsletter! Clickheret o fi nd out hdw!

When you click this link it will open a word document. .

Fill out this document and e-mail it to jamieczesak@gmail.com with 1 or 2 pictures.
Spotlights will be published on a first come first served basis.

|
|
|
|
|
|
Contact Jamie Czesak (309)3038475 or jamieczesak@gmail.com with any questions.|

Memorial/Recognition Donations

1 Memorial donations in honor of Jeanie Palmer.
1 Bev and Duane Palmer
1 John and Wilma Hessler Aoy
1 Kellen Ehrenhardt e%’l‘/bn
19 Kevin and Teri Ehrenhardt '
The Heart of lllinois Down Syndrome Association, Inc. warmly accepts memorial donations of any

amount. Since we are a volunteer organization, all dollars received go toward fulfilling our mission of
improving the quality of life of persons with Down syndrome. The Heart of lllinois Down Syndrome

Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 not  -for-profit organization and all contributions are tax deductible.

For more information call 309  -712-4852. Pre -printed memorial envelopes are available.

Special Recreation Activities: Check Out the Upcoming Agtiviti
HISRA AIRVSRAAPekin Park District

Contact HISRA at 36891-1929 for more information or visitvww.hisra.org

Contact IRVSRA at 3@®9-3923 for information or visit
www.fondulacpark.com/specrec.htm

Contact IRVSRRekin Park District at 30847-7275 or visit
http://www.pekinparkdistrict.org/specialrecreation.html
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General education teachers, special
education teachers, administrators,
therapists, parents, and anyone who
supports the growth and learning of children.

For Parents

Who knows your child best? You do! Who is
your chil dbds biggest an
advocate? You are!

Parents need to be informed decision-

makers in order to advocate for the best
educational placement for their child. Find

out why research has shown students with
disabilities should be educated with their
typically developing peers. As members of

the IEP team, parents play a key role in the
education planning process. Dr. Patrick

Schwarz will explain what inclusion is, what

it does (and doesnodot)
classroom, and how to work with educators

to fulfill your vision

For Educators and Service Providers
Who wants all of their students to achieve
the most they can? You do! Can teaching a
diverse group of learners be challenging and
time-consuming? Sometimes!

If you're fortunate enough to have a student
with special needs in your classroom, you
may be struggling with how to keep them
included and engaged in your lessons.
Students with disabilities do not need to
engage in the curriculum in the same way
that students without disabilities do, but no
one has time to plan separate lessons! You
will love to learn from these renowned
speakers about planning processes and
teaching strategies that help all students
reach their maximum potential, while
accessing the same material.



