
March 2017 

 

Mon. April 3rd  Board Meeting - 6:00pm 

   Fondulac Library, East Peoria 

 

Sun. April 9th Young Athletes Practice - 3:00pm 
   St. Philomena School, 3216 N Emery, Peoria 

 

Tues. April 18th Young Adults Cooking Class - 7:00pm 
   Bethel Lutheran Church 

   325 E. Queenwood Rd., Morton 

 

Tues. April 25th Grandparentõs Group Meeting - 6:00pm 

   Avantiõs, 2320 E Washington St, East Peoria 

 

Sat. April  29th Illinois Family Leaders Annual Conference 
    9:00am-3:00pm  Spalding Pastoral Center, Peoria 

    See page 7 for details 

 

May 4th-5th  Illinois Includes Conference (2-Day Event) 
    8:00am-4:00pm  Double Tree Hotel, Oak Brook IL 

 

Fri. May  12th Deadline to submit Illinois Includes 

    Teacher Stipend Application 
    See page 6 for details 

This newsletter publishes items of interest relating to Down syndrome and other 

disability issues. The Heart of Illinois Down Syndrome Association, Inc. (HOIDSA) 

does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, professional 

system, etc. Individuals or organizations referred to are not necessarily endorsed 

by this publication or its editor. We hope to bring together those interested in 

Down syndrome and attempt to create an optimistic future and attitude. The editor 

reserves the right to make corrections as are appropriate and in accord with 

established editorial practice in material submitted for publication. 

The Heart of Illinois Down Syndrome Association, Inc. is committed to improving the 

quality of life of persons with Down syndrome by providing support, advocacy, and 

educational opportunities to those individuals, their families and community advocates. 
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501(c)3 not-for-profit organization. 
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325 E. Queenwood Rd. 
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April  
 

Benaiah Schoenbein 
   4/2  
 

Kenedi Boucher 
   4/6  
 

Garrett Geier  
   4/12  
 

Derek DeBolt  
   4/15  
 

Bailey Fifer  
   4/15  
 

Aries Rush  
   4/16  
 

Natalie Ballor  
   4/18  
 

Mackenzie Brunson 
   4/20  
 

Holly Randall  
   4/21  
 

Bridget Buscemi  
   4/23  
 

Kaelie Morgan 
   4/24  
 

Jazmine German 
   4/25  
 

Chris Kezele  
   4/26  
 

Charlie Grahek  
   4/27  
 

Jeremiah Larson  
   4/28  
 

Adam Masso 
   4/28  
 

Jason Phillips  
   4/30  
 

Jordan Phillips  
   4/30  
 

Ryan Miller  

.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ 
bŜȄǘ  
aƻƴǘƘ  
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DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ CǊƻƳ  

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

March 2017 

Hello Everyone!  

My name is Anne Hollis 

and I am honored to be 

serving as the current 

HOIDSA President.  For 

those I have not had the 

opportunity to meet, I 

have been part of the 

board for several years 

and active with HOIDSA 

since our daughter, Meg, 

was born in 2006.  I work at Bradley University 

and live in Elmwood with my husband Todd, and 

our kids Noah, Caleb, Meg and Alina.  Both girls 

have Down Syndrome and HOISDA has provided 

amazing support since day one.  I am continually 

thankful for the education gained, networks built 

and friendships made through the people of this 

group as I know my familyôs life is certainly 

better because of this organization.  

HOIDSA does many things well.  The education 

offered to our families, community educators, 

service providers and resources is fantastic.  The 

Young Adults are learning to cook through the 

cooking class and our young ones stay active 

through Young Athletes! We raise a great deal of 

awareness (and money) through Buddy Walk and 

Spaghetti Dinner.  There are social events like 

the Family Dance Party and the Holiday Social 

which allow us to connect with friends.  These 

are just a few of the great things happening right 

now.  However there is more to be done!  

To grow our mission and strengthen or 

organization we need people to give time and 

effort to our group.  Over the next few months 

we will be sharing ways you could become more 

involved. I know each person reading this has 

talents and abilities that would help HOIDSA to 

grow and prosper.  Please consider these 

opportunities.   

In the meantime, if you have ideas or 

suggestions about ways HOIDSA could grow or 

improve please let me know via email at 

anne.mc.hollis@gmail.com.  Wishing you the 

best as winter comes to an end and the flowers 

begin to bloom!   
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¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ 
ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜǎ н-ф ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

 

!ƭƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ  

{ǘΦ tƘƛƭƻƳŜƴŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƎȅƳƴŀǎƛǳƳ 

онмс b 9ƳŜǊȅΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ 

оΥлл ǇƳ ς пΥлл ǇƳ 
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ фΣ нлмт 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΥ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ тΣ нлмт 

LŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΣ 

Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭΥ ÙÏÕÎÇÁÔÈÌÅÔÅÓÐÅÏÒÉÁͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 

 

*ÏÈÎ Ǫ #ÈÒÉÓÔÙ 'ÅÔÚ 

#ÕÒÔ Ǫ !ÍÁÎÄÁ .ÁÕÍÁÎ 

Memorial/Recognition Donations  

Our sincerest appreciation to all the family and friends who contributed to 

the following memorial donations:  

 

¶ Memorial donations in honor of Phil Rice, Elizabeth Riceõs uncle 

 

¶ Special thanks to Pekin Fire Department Local 524 for making t -shirts 

for Down syndrome awareness.  The fire fighters purchased the shirts 

and donated the proceeds to the HOIDSA spaghetti dinner.  

 
The Heart of Illinois Down Syndrome Association, Inc. warmly accepts memorial donations of 

any amount. Since we are a volunteer organization, all dollars received go toward fulfilling our 

mission of improving the quality of life of persons with Down syndrome.  

The Heart of Illinois Down Syndrome Association, Inc. is a 501(c)3 not -for -profit organization 

and all contributions are tax deductible.  

 

Young Adult Cooking Class 

For any member 16 years old & older  

3rd Tuesday of the Month 

 

Next class: April 18th 7:00-8:30pm 

Bethel Lutheran Church 

Contact Meri at  309-264-4900  

tel:309-264-4900
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Thank you to everyone who helped make 

our Spaghetti Dinner a huge success!! 

1,059 Spaghetti 
Dinners Served  


